Journal to Stella

LETTER XVI

earl,16 is married to the duke of Richmond's daughter,
at the duke's country house, and are now coming to town.
She'll be fluxed in two months, and they'll be parted in
a year. You ladies are brave, bold, ventersome folks;
and the chit is but seventeen, and is ill-natured, covetous,
vicious, and proud in extreams. And so get you gone
to Stoite to-morrow.

16.  Faith this letter goes on but slow, 'tis a week old,
and the first side not written. I went to-day into the city
for a walk, but the person I designed to dine with was not
at home; so I came back and called at Congreve's, and
dined with him and Eastcourt, and laughed till six, then
went to Mr. Harley's, who was not gone to dinner; there
I staid till nine, and we made up our quarrel, and he has
invited me to dinner to-morrow, which is the day of the
week (Saturday) that lord keeper and secretary St. John
dine with him privately, and at last they have consented
to let me among them on that day. Atterbury and Prior
went to bury poor Dr. Duke.   Congreve's nasty white
wine has given me the heart-burn.

17.  I took some good walks in the Park to-day, and
then went to Mr. Harley,   Lord Rivers was got there
before me, and I chid him for presuming to come on a
day when only lord keeper and the secretary and I were
to be there; but he regarded me not; so we all dined
together,17 and sat down at four; and the secretary has
invited me to dine with him to-morrow. I told them I had
no hopes they could ever keep in, but that I saw they loved
one another so well, as indeed they seem to do. They call
me nothing but Jonathan; and I said, I believed they

be dated 14 Feb., on which day Ash Wednesday fell in 1711. On the
verso of Nelson's letter Swift has written a draft of the Latin inscription.
See Nichols, Works, 1801, xL 131, and xviiL 421; C&resp. i. 389.

16 See p. 172 n.12

J7 This was the first occasion on which Swift was admitted to what may
be described as Harley's inner cabinet meetings. In his Memoirs relating
to that Change in the Queers Ministry (Prose Works* v. 384) Swift gives
some further account of these Saturday dinners, t ,
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